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Flack Studio may be fresh on the Australian interior 
design scene (launched in November 2014), but 
designer David Flack’s brave, bright and modern 
aesthetic has been percolating for years. And, ever 
since insisting he re-paint his cubby house at age 
five, David has always been sure of doing things 
the Flack way. “I turn into a kind of mystic at the 
very beginning! A sixth sense takes over; the house 
always tells me what needs to be done,” he explains. 
It’s an insight to both his approach and contagious 
personality; while his work is phenomenal, he doesn’t 
take himself too seriously.

In a short amount of time, David has racked up an 
impressive and distinctive cache of projects. The most 
recent, Bendigo Residence, is a shining example of 
his bold, architecturally driven style. Although set 
on a sprawling, native block, this is far from being a 
typical country homestead. It’s undeniably high-end; 

luxuriously appointed, flush with opulent materials,  
and boasting clever, idiosyncratic decoration. 
However, this is indeed a comfortable family home, 
and the client still wanted functionality and that warm 
country feel.

So, how to seamlessly combine the bold modernist 
and the welcoming homestead? “Rather than 
themes, we focus on a narrative,” David says. This 
flowing approach draws you seamlessly through the 
house, from a contemporary living and kitchen to the 
tonal, lush sitting room; very distinct areas that are 
cleverly linked. “Black punctuation is the thread that 
connects all the dots... It’s a strong graphic device 
that links spaces visually, but also delineates them. 
Black doorframes act like portals through to each 
major space.” 

‘Strong’ and ‘graphic’ is certainly true of the black 

statement wall that greets you on entry to the house. 
With a luxurious powder room and coat closet tucked 
behind as a neat surprise for guests, the choice of 
unglazed brick actually informed the broader design 
of the home. “As bold as they are, their rich texture 
lends warmth to the living space in a strong and 
moody way,” David tells. “It’s that sense you get 
when you walk into a country house for a weekend 
getaway – you put your bags down and feel 
secluded, enveloped and relaxed – that’s what we 
wanted the clients to have every day.”

Statement walls are a recurring feature throughout 
the home: the black brick entry; urban concrete in 
the lounge; and creamy, vertical paneling in the 
bedroom. They’re signposts in the interior narrative 
spun by David. They can loom large and command 
the space, or fade into the (literal) background and 
subtly influence how you feel in each room. 
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The selection of materials here is key. The 
intelligent blend of textures is a big part of what 
elevates Bendigo Residence to the next level 
– and all of David’s projects, for that matter. 
“Texture and layering of finishes create a warm 
and inviting environment, which is what a home 
should be,” he explains. It sees a combination 
of Russian birch ply, finely quarter cut American 
oak, and luxe marble used throughout the home 
to create textural interest and tactile warmth. 

The joinery, too, is custom-made and something 
that David has strong feelings about. “Custom 
joinery is very important to us. My intention is 
always that it should feel like furniture, something 
that has a special quality beyond its integral 
functional role,” he says. And here at Bendigo 
Residence every fitting meets the age-old design 
principle of function meeting beautiful form.  

But if David is fast becoming known for anything, 
it’s his intuitive and inspiring way with colour. His 
mastery of the colour wheel 
scored him two nominations 
in the 2015 Dulux Colour 
Awards, for his work on 
the East Ivanhoe Travel & 
Cruise office and Entrecotè 
restaurant. Bendigo Residence is more of the 
same; a slightly unusual palette that just works. 

“It might seem counter-intuitive, but the rich, 
dark tones of the kitchen actually sit quite 
understatedly as much as they do boldly,” David 
explains. He’s right – on it’s own the kitchen may 
seem very dark, but it ties in perfectly to the 
graphic black ceiling beams, velvet trim on the 
drapes and chunky boulder marble.

Then the soft furnishings bring in more heartfelt 
hues that lift and lighten the home. David says 
it best: “The rug is a standout for its unusual 
shade of blue; it shines against the grey of the 
concrete walls and the painterly swirls of the 
marble in the kitchen. The tone of the blue also 
has an old-wordly sense about it that gives 
a comforting feel to the living area. You can 
almost imagine someone’s great-grandmother 
having a generations-worn sofa in this colour in a 
parlour somewhere!” The rug is actually part of a 
collaboration between Flack Studio and Halcyon 
Lake Carpets, made from 100 per cent lyocell. 

The sum of all Bendigo Residence’s parts is 
something very unique, a home that stands 
alone. Actually, all of Flack Studio’s projects 
pack an unexpected punch, an injection of 
David’s own his bold, free attitude. In asking for 
his tip for creating a truly standout home, you 
get a glimpse of the cheeky rogue within this 
young gun: “Hire Flack Studio,” he teases. 
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