
Colourful 
Character
Be bold and beautiful in your home with insider tips from 
one of Melbourne’s most in-demand interior designers.
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Interior designer  
David Flack recently 
gave his magic touch to  
a four-bedroom family 
home in the Melbourne 
suburb of Malvern. 
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— 1. When going dark, always consider lighting. “Colour does 
not have any rules − it’s about how it inhabits the whole space and 
its contextual surroundings,” says Flack. Because of this, lighting is 
crucial; you need to consider how you light the space and how it 
makes you feel from morning through to the evening.

— 2. Add shelving with benefits. “I love to layer, so we have 
beautiful joinery, full of objects, art and books that are backlit by 
natural light,” he says. The sheer linen curtains behind the 
bookcase (above) help to diffuse the light.

— 3. Be playful with gloss levels. In the formal dining 
room (far right), Flack has chosen 90 per cent high gloss 
on all surfaces. “It immerses you in the space, an 
environment that reflects and plays with light through  
all times of the day,” he says. “Reflections of the sky,  
the garden outside, the artwork on the opposite wall,  
the chandelier...”

— 4. Mix in unconventional pieces. “I don’t like too 
many polite objects or furniture in the house,” Flack says. 
“Questionable furniture, art or objects are always great 
discussion points; don’t be afraid to add some ugly  

or clashing pieces.”

— 5. Use restraint when layering. However, Flack says, the key 
to making this work is for it to be authentic. “Restraint is hard as it 
can easily come across as overtly styled,” he says. But this is not his 
intention. “At the end of the day we are creating family spaces; it 
has to identify that family,” he says. Practice makes perfect.

— 6. Embrace stone. Marble is a staple in Flack’s interiors.  
“I love stone. Whether it is flat coloured marble or highly figured, 
it adds movement, irregularity and colour. I adore the lustre, 
texture and warmth it adds to a space.”

— 7. Have fun in small and medium spaces. Mix up materials 
and always use colour, Flack says. “And when you are finished take 
a good look and add or subtract... The space should be a reflection 
of your ideas and how you like to feel.” 

Left: “Our client is an avid art collector... [so shelves] within  
the main living area allow space for all these personal items.” 

says Flack. Above, right and far right: On mixing materials and 
colours, Flack says: “This is a trade secret… not really. Just loads 

of exploring and playing. It can take a while to get the right 
palette, and sometimes it can be a material that individually 

doesn’t sing, but grouped together it’s perfection!”

David Flack has burst onto the Australian interior design 
scene with confidence and a can-do attitude. His interiors are 
known for their mix of contemporary and classic features, as well 
as a healthy dose of humour and verve − all ingredients that make 
for a memorable home. Here Flack reveals how you too can create 
a stunning and sophisticated space.
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